
               November 2019 

 Don’t forget to sign up online for   

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Tuesday, November 12th 

 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM  

Full Day for Students 

 

Wednesday, November 13th  

12:30 PM to 3:30 PM  

1/2 Day for Students -11:29 AM Dismissal Time  

 

Thursday, November 14th 

  5:00 PM to 8:00 PM  

1/2 Day for Students - 11:29 AM Dismissal Time 

 

Friday, November 15th 

No Conferences 

1/2 Day for Students-11:29 AM Dismissal Time 

 

We are using an online scheduling system for 

conferences.  For quick access, we have placed 

the link https://tinyurl.com/wmsconfsignup          

The sign-up does not work well from cell 

phones.  If you do not have internet access 

please call the office and we will be happy to    

assist you. 

~ No School for Students ~ 

Tuesday, November 5th  -  Election Day 

Thursday, November 28th                         

Friday, November 29th                       

Thanksgiving Break 

 

No School 
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The West Report 

News and Updates from Grand Blanc West Middle School 

 

When your child is absent,  

please  report it by calling the  

ATTENDANCE HOTLINE 

591-8387 

Attendance Desk-591-7313 

Athletics/Main Office-591-7309 

Counseling Office-591-7335 

Counselor (A-K) 591-7338 

Counselor (L-Z) 591-7339 

Cafetorium-591-8388 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

https://tinyurl.com/wmsconfsignup


 

Important Dates and Events 

For WMS November 2019 

October 1 Student Count Day 

October 7 Evening Office Hours – 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

October 13 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 pm, 
 Perry Center Boardroom 

October 21 East Middle School PTO Meeting,  

 6:30 pm, East Middle School Library 

October 22 School late start – 10:30 am 

 Picture Retakes  

October 24 Halloween Dance 5:00—6:30 PM 

October 27 Board of Education Meeting-7:00 PM
 Perry Center Board Room  

October 31 End of the Frist Marking Period 

8th Grade Washington D.C. 

8th Grade  

Washington, D.C., Gettysburg, & Philadelphia Trip 

March 6th - 10th, 2020 

You can find further details on the West Middle 
School website 

        https://www.gbcs.org/Domain/19  

 

Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up 

We know the morning drop-off and afterschool pick-up can be frustrating at times.  We wanted to give you 

some suggestions and times to help it run more smoothly.  The doors open at the Athletic Entrance at   

7:30 AM every morning.  Students can wait in the hallway until the bell rings at 7:55 AM.  Our buses leave 

the parking lot between 7:55 – 8:05 AM every morning and between 3:05 – 3:15 PM every afternoon.  The 

flow of vehicle traffic will be stopped for the buses both in the morning and afternoon to allow them to get to 

their next route on time.  To avoid this line we suggest arriving early enough to get out in front of the buses.  

Please be patient and use caution in the parking lots.  Children and adults will be crossing and it can be 

very dangerous with all of this movement.  Please refrain from honking horns or yelling at others, it sets a 

poor example for our students.  We thank you for your continued support in keeping our students and staff 

safe!  

.  VISIT THE BOOK FAIR!!! 

Our WMS PTO will be hosting a book fair the week of 

November 12th - 15th, 2019 during our fall middle school 

conferences.  Please visit the Library during school 

hours and conference times to browse the wonderful 

array of books from Scholastic.  Your Book Fair          

purchases help our teachers and library provide new and 

exciting books to our middle school readers!   

 

November  3 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 5 No School  - Election Day 

November 8  End of First Marking Period 

November 11 Board of Education Meeting - 7:00 PM 

  Perry Center Boardroom 

November 12 Full Day of School/Parent/Teacher  

  Conferences 5:00 - 8:00 PM 

November 13 Half-Day of School for Students -   

  11:29 AM Dismissal    

  Parent-Teacher Conferences 12:30-3:30 PM 

November 14 Half-Day of School for Students -  

  11:29 AM Dismissal                    

  Parent-Teacher Conferences 5:00 - 8:00 PM 

November 15 Half-Day of School - Dismissal at 11:29 AM 

                 Report Cards available for parent viewing 

November 19 PTO Meeting - 6:00 PM-Library 

November 25 Board of Education Meeting - 7:00 PM 

  Perry Center Boardroom 

November 27 Half-Day of School - 11:29 AM Dismissal 

November 28  Thanksgiving 

November 29   Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

Book Fair 

The West Middle School PTO is in need of volunteers for two 
upcoming opportunities.  One involves a donation of time, the 
other a donation of snacks, both support and enhance the    
experience of the students and staff. 

Please click the link below to donate snacks for teachers during 
conference week.  

Parent /Teacher Conference Snack Donations  

Please click the link below to donate your time to our Scholastic 
Book Fair. 

Book Fair Volunteers  

 

PTO News 

https://www.gbcs.org/Domain/19
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.signupgenius.com%2fgo%2f5080448A5AA29A20-parent&c=E,1,Fk39kIR3np8rPz8oaVio9L1_NyuO3lA2XZVG2DyLN8xQM3n6DsXVacW6BEejPRsop8aqYDdy0J4ALjPpq3sBr9pHoq6-B6P1MaoD5867hzXf_DbFdQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.signupgenius.com%2fgo%2f20f084aabac28a0ff2-parentteacher2&c=E,1,agI0OKpd1fgqBJ48c22_6QByy2SAqkJxTQOiL9W1fTSe6QKRt0f026Ah-d1VYaL-MM0FT03HSFOdrWbamgd8lWBLCF7L8fkYKvoEtVmHbjaPqW7Ygpm7DQ,,&typo=1


 

The West Side View 

 
Dear West Middle School Families, 

Please allow me to begin my comments this month by telling you how pleased I am to be back at West Middle School! I also want to take this     
opportunity to thank Ms. Balbaugh for sitting in for me as the interim principal during my absence. Ms. Diana Balbaugh did a fabulous job as I knew 
she would and our students, staff and parents were in very good hands under her leadership!   

 

Well, it is hard to believe that it is November! Our students have settled into life at West Middle School very well. Our seventh and eighth grade   
students have been very gracious and kind in helping our sixth grade kids find their way and settle into middle school life. Our seventh grade       
students have entered their second year of middle school life with a renewed sense of purpose while appearing to be far more relaxed than they 
were last year at this time.  And, our eighth graders are taking on their role as the elder statesman of middle school very well. We have high        
expectations for this class of eighth graders both socially and academically. So far, they have lived up to these expectations! As a staff, our teachers 
are working in their Professional Learning Communities to review data from the building level and make plans to help each and every student find 
success in their classes.  Our new staff members have also begun to settle in helping to make sure our school and students continue to thrive as we 
near the end of our first marking period.   

  

With the first two months almost behind us, the entire school year still belongs to our students. I would encourage you as parents to sit with your kids 
and help them take stock in how they are doing thus far. Ask your kids to give you a progress report of how they are doing. If your kids are really 
satisfied with the choices they have made so far, great! If not, let me assure each of you that the teachers, counselors, support staff, Mr. Burdette 
and I are here to help them and you. Whether it is working with students in one of our after school supports like Math Lab, meeting with you during 
Parent Teacher Conferences to discuss additional types of academic support that can be offered, or talking to teachers directly about classroom 
activities, all of us are committed to insuring a high level of success for all of our students. We are here to serve you our parents and our students.   

  

My hope for all of you and your children, is that you will find that this school year will be one of the best educational experiences both you and your 
children will have.  To that end, I would like to personally invite and encourage you to sign up for the upcoming Parent Teacher Conferences being 
held November 12, 13, and 14, 2019.  All of the information you need to sign up has been e-mailed to you or is available on our home page.       
Conferences present one of the best opportunities for your student’s to share how they are doing in school and it allows them to see firsthand your 
support of the importance of school by being present at conferences. As always, we thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely,   

Jeffrey Neall, Principal 

Grand Blanc West Middle School 

#EmbraceTheJourney 

Food Allergy Awareness 

There are about 5.9 million kids living with food allergies, 1 in 13 kids under the age of 18 which is about 2 in every 

classroom. The holiday season from now through the new year poses threats to kids trying to manage food allergies. 

We would like to increase awareness about food allergies by reminding students and parents of the following    

     *  Food allergies are very serious. It is not a joking matter                                                                                            

 *  Reactions can be life threatening                                                                                                                 

 *  Preventing exposure is crucial                                                                                                                            

 *  Don’t share food, forks, knives, spoons, or straws with friends                                                                                         

 *  Wash hands after eating.  Some people with food allergies can get sick even if they are touched by           

     something that has a tiny bit of food on it                                                                                                                 

 *  If a friend with allergies is sick, tell an adult right away. This will make sure that your friend gets help and 

    gets the medicine they need to feel better. 

Food allergies can make Holidays scary.  Please remember not to bring anything with nuts into the classroom. 

Thank you, 

Rachel O’Mara, RN, BSN 

Grand Blanc Community Schools District Nurse Consultant  

romara@gbcs.org 

810-423-2847 

 

News from our District Nurse 

mailto:romara@grandblancschools.org


 

 

Sports 

The annual FISH Holiday Food Drive will begin Monday, November 11th. We will be collecting 

food, toiletries, and cleaning items for Grand Blanc families through the FISH organization.  Each 

Team sponsors families by providing gifts. West Middle School staff and students have a         

tradition of generously supporting our FISH families.  As we begin our plans for Thanksgiving, 

let’s remember those less fortunate. You can support the FISH food drive by sending in any of 

the following items to school: 

 

stuffing mix for turkey  canned fruit  pancake mix  shampoo 

cranberry sauce   pudding  syrup   conditioner 

macaroni and cheese  crackers  cake/muffin mix bath soap 

pasta     soup   cookies  toothpaste 

spaghetti sauce   flour   jello   toothbrushes 

canned vegetables   cooking oil  cereal   deodorant 

canned tuna/chicken  sugar   Hamburger Helper detergent 

dish soap    toilet paper  paper towels  cleaning supplies 

peanut butter    jelly  

 

FISH Holiday Food Drive 

WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                                                   
VOLLEYBALL 2019 
  
November 6th      HOME vs. Flushing 
        
November 11th    AWAY vs. Owosso 
 
November 13th    HOME vs. Corunna 
  
November 18th    AWAY vs. Fenton 
 
November 20th   HOME vs. Goodrich 
                                                                
November 25th   AWAY vs. GB East (GB High School) 
  
November 26th   HOME vs. Linden 
                                                                
December 4th      HOME vs. Lake Fenton 
  
December 9th      HOME vs. Lapeer 
  
December 11th     AWAY vs. Holly 
 
December 16th     AWAY vs. Carman-Ainsworth  
 
December 18th     HOME vs. Davison 
 
    
7th and 8th grade matches will be played simultaneously  
on two courts.  Matches will begin at 4:15 p.m. unless  
noted otherwise. 

WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL 
WRESTLING  2019 
  
November 12th   AWAY vs. Goodrich and Kearsley  (Individual Format) 
    at Armstrong Middle School 
   6161 Hopkins Drive, Flint, 48506 
                                                                                  
November 19th   AWAY vs. Fenton and Swartz Creek (Individual Format)                     
   at Andrew G. Schmidt Middle School                                                       
   3255 Donaldson Drive, Fenton, 48430  

 
November 26th   AWAY vs. Goodrich and Kearsley (Team Format) 
             at Goodrich High School 
             8029 South Gale Road, Goodrich, 48438 
                                                                                 
 December 5th       AWAY vs. Goodrich and Flushing (Team Format) 
                                     at Goodrich High School 
                                     8029 South Gale Road, Goodrich, 48438 
                                                                                  
 December 10th  AWAY vs. GB East and Lake Fenton (Team Format) 
                                      at Grand Blanc East Middle School 
                                      6100 Perry Road, Grand Blanc, 48439 
                                                                                 
 December 17th  AWAY vs. C-Ainsworth and Davison (Team Format) 
                                     at Carman-Ainsworth Middle School 
                                     1409 West Maple Road, Flint 48507 
                                                                                  
 
All meets begin at 4:15 p.m. unless noted otherwise. 
Coaches:  Gregg Mulholland & Mike Schunot                               


